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RA ])1\1 \Vill iam S. Stokes 
Directur. !'\ational Toxicology Program Interagency Center Ii)!' 

the haluution of Alternative Toxicological Methods 
National Institute or '·:nvironmental Health Sciences 
P.O. Box 1~2.'<L K2-16 
Research Iriangle Park. North Carolina 27709 

Dear RADM Stokes: 

I am responding to I)r. 13irnbaull1's June 30.20 I I, Jetter transmitting the test recolllmendations 
from the Interagency Cllordinating Committee on the Validation of Alternative Methods 
(lCCV.'\\1) as required by Section 3(e}(4) of the ICCVAM Authorization Act 01'2000 (42 
USc. 285/-3). As indicated in thL' [('CVAl'\,1 fepmi. the recommendations arc tlJr a specific 
critcriun li)r the murine local lymph node assay to be used in potency categorization of chemicals 
lh~lt may cause allergic contact dermatitis in humans. 

\Ve appreciate the Committee's recommendations and note that the ICCVAM !\uthori/.atioTl Act 
(P.L. 106-545. Section 5. Application (a)) stnks that this Act docs not apply to NIII programs. 
You should know, however. that the Office or Laboratory Animal \Velf~lf<: vvithin the UOicc of 
Extramural Research \\ill provide access to ICCVAI'vr s test recommendations through a \\ieb 
Ii nk. 

Nill remains e(llllmitled to animal welfare elTorts and to research eff(lrts that improve human and 
animal health. Additionally. we promote the development of sOllnd research designs and 
alttTnati\e methods to reduce the lise of animals in biomedical research. 

1\1y lHH.krsLamling is that othL'r components of the NIH wi II he respond ing tu your transrn iual as 
well. 

Sincerely yours. 

r:raneis S. Collins. M.D.. Ph.D. 
Director 
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